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wouldn’t be coming
home. The family didn’t
think they would ever
knowwhere their hero fell
in North Korea.
“They were 100 miles

insideNorthKorea,” Fishe
said, “that’s why his body
wasn’t brought back. The
North Koreans wouldn’t
let Americans into the
country after the war to
find the dead. But in the
’90s, they started letting
Americans search for the
graves. A North Korean
showed them where his
grave was.”
Fishe recalls the family

thought there might be
a chance that Hill would
be sent back to the Unit-
ed States when he was
wounded, but “he got
better and they sent him
back to fight.”
OnFriday,Hill’s remains

were flown to Charlotte
where a procession led
by Patriot Guard Riders
transported Hill to New-
ton. The sergeant will be
buried today in Concord
Cemetery in Catawba.
Fishe said the funeral

and interment “will be
something to remem-
ber.”
“People have been

calling from all over, even
from Charlotte. Lots of
them never even knew
Willie, but they’re com-
ing to pay their respects.
There’s going to be a lot of
people there.”
And the family will gain

ameasure of peace know-
ing that Hill is no longer
in an unmarked grave
halfway around the world
in a country Americans
still consider hostile and
the enemy.
“It’s something else that

they (the recovery team
and forensic scientists in
Hawaii) were able to iden-
tify him. He’s back, at last
after almost 62 years, and
we’re very happy about
that,” Fishe said.
The funeral is today at

1 p.m. at Browns Chapel
United Methodist Church
in Catawba. He will be
accorded full military
honors.
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Patriot Guard Riders roll down the street in Newton while escorting the remains of Sgt.Willie Dennis Hill to Tom Rawls Funeral
Home on Friday.

Otherpartners involvedin
securing theproject include
the N.C. Department of
Commerce, the Communi-
ty College System, Caldwell
County, the town of Granite
Falls, N.C. Rural Economic
Development Center and
Caldwell Economic Devel-
opment Commission.
Lubrimetal, an Italian-

owned family company
founded in 1959, produces
lubricants for the wire
drawing industry. The com-
pany plans to develop a
manufacturing facility for
the production of wet and
dry lubricants for the draw-
ing of steel and non-ferrous
wires. The new facility will
allow Lubrimetal to meet
growing market demand
in North America, Perdue’s
office said.
Salaries will vary by job

function, but the aver-
age annual wage for the
new jobs will be $41,316,
plus benefits. The Caldwell
County average annual
wage is $29,796.
“The creation of a new

factory in the United States
has been an important part
of our global strategy,” said
Giorgio Corso, executive
vice president of Lubrimet-
al. “All the partners involved
have worked tirelessly to
helpmakeourdecisioneas-
ier. These people should be
commended for their work
to bring jobs to the people
of Caldwell County.
“I believe we have made

the right decision to locate
here and that there is a very
strong future forLubrimetal
Corporation and thepeople
of the community we are
proud to be joining.”
The One NC Fund pro-

vides financial assistance,
through local governments,
to attract business projects
that will stimulate econom-
ic activity and create new
jobs in the state.Companies
receive no money up front
andmust meet job creation
and investment perfor-
mance standards to qualify
forgrant funds.Thesegrants
also require and are contin-
gent upon localmatches.
North Carolina contin-

ues to have a top-ranked
business climate. Through
the JobsNOW initiative, the
state works aggressively to
create jobs, train and re-
train its work force, and lay
the foundation for a strong
and sustainable economic
future, the governor’s office
reported.
“My top priority is creat-

ing jobs,” Perdue said. “Our
history of investing in edu-
cation and work force and
job training programs has
created a strong business
climate where manufactur-
ers can thrive in a global
market.Wemust get back to
supporting these programs
so thatmore companies like
Lubrimetal will move to or
expand inNorthCarolina.”
Through use of the One

NC Fund, working with
local officials, more than
60,000 jobs and $11 billion
in investment have been
created since 2001.
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Here is the report from the
US Department of Defense on
Sgt. Hill

Jan. 18, 2012
Soldier missing from

the KoreanWar identified

The Department of Defense
POW/Missing Personnel
Office announced today that
the remains of a U.S. service-
man,missing in action from
the KoreanWar, have been
identified and will be returned
to his family for burial with
full military honors.
Sgt.Willie D. Hill, 20, of

Catawba, NC, will be buried
Jan. 21 in his hometown. In
late November 1950, the
U.S. IX Corps was advancing
north through North Korea
in a push to the Yalu River. A
battle unfolded as Chinese
forces attacked elements of
three U.S. Infantry Divisions.
Hill and the G Company of
the 24th Infantry Regiment, a
“Buffalo Soldier” formation,
held vital terrain near the
junction of the 25th Divi-
sion and the adjacent 2nd
Division. On Nov. 26, Hill and
members of the G Company
were encircled by Chinese
forces and suffered heavy
losses. On Nov. 27, Hill was
reported as missing in action
near Anju, North Korea.
In 1998, a joint U.S./Demo-

cratic People’s Republic of
Korea recovery team was
informed by a local farmer
of a burial site from 1950,
believed to be an Ameri-
can soldier. The site, on a
wooded hill in Kujang County,
P’yongan Province, cor-
related closely with the area
where Hill had been lost. The
team excavated the site and
recovered human remains
and buttons from an Ameri-
can military uniform. In 2001,
the remains were submitted
to the Armed Forces DNA
Identification Laboratory
(AFDIL) for DNA testing.
Scientists from the Joint

POW/MIAAccounting
Command and AFDIL used
circumstantial evidence,
forensic identification tools,
and mitochondrial DNA
—which matched that of
Hill’s cousins — in the identi-
fication of the remains.
Today,more than 7,900

Americans remain unac-
counted-for from the Korean
War. Identifications continue
to be made from the remains
that were returned to the
United States, using forensic
and DNA technology.
For additional information

on theDefenseDepartment’s
mission to account formissing
Americans, visit the DPMO
website at www.dtic.mil/dpmo
or call 703-699-1420.
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WHATTHEY’RE SAYING
IN GRANITE FALLS

“We are incredibly
pleased to be the new U.S.
home for Lubrimetal
Corporation. This is yet one
more important step in the
diversification of our local
economy and evidence that
Caldwell County is serious
about attracting globally
competitive business and
industry.”

» Deborah Murray,
executive director,

Caldwell EDC

“On behalf of the Eco-
nomic Development
Commission Board, and the
citizens of Caldwell County,
we welcome Lubrimetal
to our community.We are
proud to have an interna-
tional company choose
Granite Falls as their U.S.
location, and we appreciate
the investment and new
jobs that will be created. I
know that Lubrimetal will
value the skill and dedica-
tion of our work force and
benefit from the exceptional
resources Caldwell County
has to offer.”

» Bob Floyd,
chairman, Caldwell EDC

“The town of Granite Falls
is extremely proud to have
been chosen as the location
of the first Lubrimetal facil-
ity in the United States.We
look forward to the Granite
Falls facility serving as an
integral part of Lubrimetal’s
global strategy.”

» Barry Hayes,
Granite Falls mayor

United Way
announces grant
opportunities
HICKORY—TheCataw-

ba County United Way is
accepting pre-requests for
funding proposals (Pre-
RFPs) that are targeted to
address the identified im-
pact areas of health, edu-
cation and income.
Inthiscontext,“health”is

defined as safe and secure
environments, healthy be-
ginnings,healthylifestyles,
access to health care and
prevention. “Education”
is defined as school readi-
ness, academic achieve-
ment, parental/guardian
engagement and produc-
tive young adults, and “in-
come” isdefinedas family-
sustaining education and
employment, income sup-
ports and affordable hous-
ing. Pre-RFPproposalswill
be accepted for programs
identifiable under these
impact areas that address
the needs of the residents
of Catawba County.
Pre-RFPs will be consid-

ered from organizations
that are either incorpo-
rated as a not-for-profit,
tax exempt entity or that
have a 501-C3 legal status,
within Catawba County,
that comply with applica-
ble legal, federal state and
local operating and re-
porting requirements (e.g.
government approved

accounting practices, an-
nual audit, 990, nondis-
crimination). Pre-RFPs
for consideration must
be operated by an active,
responsible and volun-
tary governing body and
adhere to a locally devel-
oped and adopted code of
ethics for volunteers and
staff, which include provi-
sions for ethical manage-
ment, publicity, fundrais-
ing practices and full and
fair disclosure.
Organizations selected

to complete final requests
for funding will be noti-
fied. All grant amounts are
contingent on funding.
Pre-RFP’s will be avail-

able at www.ccunited-
way.com on Monday by
clicking on the “Pre-RFP
application” link in the
bottom right column of
the homepage. Pre-RFP
applications are due to
Catawba County United
Way by 5 p.m. on Feb. 10
in order to be considered.
They may be emailed to
slong@ccunitedway.com,
faxed to 828-324-4358 or
mailed to Catawba Coun-
ty United Way at P.O. Box
2425, Hickory, NC. Late
applications will not be
accepted.
For more information,

call 327-6851.

Free tax preparation offered
MAIDEN—AAAAc-

counting &More has been
named aVITA (Volunteer
IncomeTax Assistance)
program site for the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.
As aVITA site, AAA Ac-

counting &More at 3568

U.S. 321 South will pro-
vide free tax preparation
to low-income people.
The service is available
by appointment only.
For an appointment or

more information, call
DebbieHarris at 428-8878.


