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$489*
2011 VOLVO C702011 VOLVO C70

Per month for 36 months.
$0 cash due at signing.

PARAMOUNT VOLVO OF HICKORY1205 SOUTH CENTER ST. (HWY 70)
ParamountVolvo.com • 828-270-7675
Mon - Fri 8:30AM - 8:00PM • Sat 8:30AM - 6:00PM*Lease based on 10,000 miles per year with $0 cash down due at signing and $0 security deposit*Lease based on 10,000 miles per year with $0 cash down due at signing and $0 security deposit

O.A.C. STK#77144. Excludes tax, tag, license and $599 admin fee. Expires 08/31/11.O.A.C. STK#77144. Excludes tax, tag, license and $599 admin fee. Expires 08/31/11.

Virginia Allison, 74
Vivian Arney, 81
Lisa Davis, 29

Nellie Evans, 85
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Julia Sutton, 98
Myrl Webb, 77
Obituaries, 11A
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Weather Deaths
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Red Devils
bounce back
with 42-28 victory
against Hickory. 1B

COMING SUNDAY: $242 in coupons

United Way fundraiser
When: Today and Sunday, 11 a.m.

to 4:30 p.m.
Where: Lowes Foods, Sandy Ridge

location.
Cost: Get a hot dog and drink for $1.
Why go: Refresh yourself while you shop

and support the Catawba County United
Way. All proceeds go to support local
United Way affiliates and programs.

Family recess
When: Today.
Where: Valley Hills Mall.

Cost: No admission cost.
Why go: Shop for back-to-school at-

tire and other great stuff while there are
games, DJ, prize wheel, gift card give-
away, and a chance to win a vacation at
Kennedy Space Center.

Local fair connection
When: Wednesday, 9 p.m.
W h e r e :

Hickory American
Legion Fair.

Cost: Included in
fair ticket.

Why go: Hicksboro
Station, with Eric
Wilson and Laurie
Keeton, is the fea-

tured entertainment. Eric is a graduate
of South Caldwell High School. The hus-
band-wife team put on a dynamic show.
The fair begins Wednesday. Go to www.
hickoryfair.com for details.

Nashville thank you
W h e n :

Sunday, 4
p.m.

Where: Church
of the Master
United Church
of Christ, Hick-
ory.

Cost: Free.
Why go: When

his home was
destroyed by the
Nashville flood,
a local UCC
team helped Jerry Navarro rebuild. The

awesome bassist is saying thanks with a
free concert. See Page 10A for details.

Tenor tribute
W h e n :

T o d a y ,
7:30 p.m.

Where:Hayes
P e r f o r m i n g
Arts Center,
off US 321 By-
pass, Blowing
Rock.

Cost: Tickets
$30 to $50.

Why go: It’s
a tribute to Mario Lanza, the incredible
tenor who brought opera to the movies.
Sung by Daniel Rodriguez, better known
as the Singing Policeman after 9/11. Ro-
driguez is one of the best. Details at www.
hayescenter.org.

5 Things to do
this weekend
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BY RICHARD GOULD
rgould@hickoryrecord.com

NEWTON — The man
accused of murdering a
Hickory cab driver was
silent as he stood in front
of a judge during his first
court appearance Friday
morning.

Camyron Fredrick John-
son, 22, has been charged
with stabbing Adam Wil-
liams, 32, to death Tues-
day.

By Friday afternoon, two
more men had been ar-
rested in connection with
the murder.

Matthew Gene Hopkins,
22, of Connelly Springs was
charged with murder. He is
being held on no bond.

Robert McElwee, 18, of
Burke County was charged
with accessory after the
fact. His bond was set at
$100,000 secured.

Williams was robbed of
$39 that night. He was the
father of two children.

The North Carolina of-
fice of Indigent Defense
Services assigned attorney
Johnny Hayes to represent
Johnson.

Wearing a lime-green
jail-issued jumpsuit and
with his hands shackled to

his waist, Johnson listened
impassively as District
Court Judge Gregory Hayes
informed him that he was
facing the maximum pen-
alty of death or life without
parole if he is convicted
of first-degree murder for
killing Williams.

Hickory police investiga-
tors continued working to
unravel the details behind
Williams’ murder as John-
son was in the courtroom.

“We’re still working on
our investigation,” said
Captain Thurman Whis-
nant of the Hickory Police
Department. “We’re trying
to locate additional wit-
nesses and persons of in-
terest in the case.”

Hopkins and McElwee
are scheduled to have their
first court appearance
Monday.

Johnson is being held
without bond. His proba-
ble cause hearing is sched-
uled for Sept. 16.

BY RICHARD GOULD
rgould@hickoryrecord.com

HICKORY — Jamie Carlton
Odom, 40, of Hickory, was mur-
dered at about 10 p.m. at Hicko-
ry’s Highland School Apartments
Thursday.

Marcia Bernice Newman, 45, of
10th Avenue, NE, apartment 104,
was arrested and charged with
murder at about 10:45 p.m. after
being interviewed at the Hickory
Police Department.

Neighbors said they heard
Newman screaming in the hall-
way before she stabbed Odom.

“She was banging on our doors
— she was holding the knife,”
said Lori W. Baker who lived next
door to Newman. “Jamie came
out to calm her down. Then she
backed him into his apartment
and stabbed him with a kitchen
knife.”

Baker and Newman had had

several conflicts since Baker
moved into the building in Feb-

ruary. She said
Newman had
threatened her
and other neigh-
bors on a daily
basis.

“She started
making passes at
me, but I’m not

gay,” she said. “When I didn’t
respond, she got very angry and
threatened my life.”

Baker said she’d called the po-
lice to report Newman several
times for threats and for selling
crack cocaine out of her apart-
ment.

“I asked the police, ‘What’s it
going to take? Will somebody
have to be killed?’” Baker said.
“The people who live here have

been trying to get Newman out
of here for years.”

She said she wasn’t surprised
at all at how things turned out.
That’s why she made a 7-foot-
long cardboard banner painted
with the words, “This should not
of happened.”

She hung her banner across
the doorway where police found
Odom’s body.

Baker said she knew Odom be-
cause he used to be the building’s
maintenance man. His brother
lived in the building, and Odom
had stopped by for a visit. She
added that he, his brother and
Newman were all friends and
used to drink beer together and
hang out.

“They were fighting right

Argument ends in murder

Neighbors tell
what they saw

M. Newman

ROBERT C. REED/HICKORY DAILY RECORD

Lori W. Baker of Highland School Apartments places a sign across the door of the apartment where Jamie Carlton
Odom, 40, of Hickory, was killed Thursday night. Odom was visiting his brother at Highland School Apartments when
an argument between Odom and Marcia Bernice Newman, 45, of Hickory started. Newman was arrested and charged
with murder at about 10:45 p.m. after being interviewed at the Hickory Police Department.

HIGHLAND SCHOOL APARTMENTS

“She was banging on our doors — she was holding the knife.
Jamie came out to calm her down. Then she backed him into
his apartment and stabbed him with a kitchen knife.”

Lori W. Baker,
Neighbor to Newman

See MURDER, Page 12A
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Camyron Johnson waits for his first appearance before District
Court Judge Gregory Hayes Friday morning.Johnson is charged
with murder in the stabbing death of Hickory taxi driver Adam
Williams, 32, Tuesday night.

Accused killer
appears in court
Two more suspects arrested
in taxi driver’s murder

McElwee Hopkins


